v

But
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satisfaction.

EXClJBﬂ%IONS
PERE MARQUETTE

ON

SUNDAY, SEPT. 12

TO

Greenvil

Train will leave Belding at 12:16
a m. Returning, leave Greenville
at 6:00 p. m

ROUND TRIT FARES

To Greenville

GIBSON’S

Cash Store.

‘ . |
MONEY |

|
Makes the Mare go. We
| can save you

MONEY

TRY US

| 18 1bs. Granulated sugar 1.00
| 3 Ihs. of 40¢ lea - - 1.00
|24 1hs, Sl tea - - - 1.00
H1bs, Jap Rice . . L0
3 Ibs. Faney Seeded Raisins 25
1500 miatehes - - - A0

| Come in and get our
prices.

GIBSON’S

Phone 208 Bridge St.

Cmenls,
| tical application of moral virtues ean-

Religious Jokes

Editor Banneri—IL often happens
that out of the most serious things
come the best jokes, and oul of the
hugest joke comes the strongesl sug-
gestions of o need for progressive
MEAS TS,

Your comments upon Mr., Loomis’
sermons and your conclusion that he
cannot hope to be ordained as a Meth-
odist munister, are decidedly amusing
w me, and suggests a few plain
con¢lusions.

The facts are that Mr.
ordained a Methodist minister,
ubout five years ago.
Personally, speaking to make things
plain, T would rmther be understood
than to be simply elegant. And if
as illiterate a bigol as he was when
ordained ean take ordination st the
hands of the Methodist chureh while
a man of his present scholarly uttain-
keen perceptions mwl  prae-

Loomis was
I think

| modern

not be ordained because of the ereed, |

LIt 18 about the biggest joke that eould |
Methodisy ! for sayving, *1

be  perpetrated the
chureh, and relegates it to
teenth century.

On every hand we

Lo
the six-

hear the ery,

Why does not our church draw more
of our business men W itY Why do so
many of our best educuted men en-
tirely ignore 117 Why do so many
of our very respectable young nen
women fail to alMiliate with it?

Mr. Loomis met with somne other

Visit-
ing one of your bhusiness places wlhiere
he was =a
drew from one of your most fv-ln.'('h'll
business men the fnet that the latter
seldom attended church, When asked
why, the business man frankly said:

experiences while in your ey,

stranger, he incidentally

“Well, to begin with, there are just
two Kinds of preachers—one a set of
ignorunt fools, the other & pack of

hypocrites who don't believe half they
preach.”  Muany ux the exceptions are
that may be taken to this man's
slatement, it remuains painfully true.
That the old time preacher with his
theological sophistry, his
creed, which put faith above under-
standing, not appear 1o
the modern demands for greater knowl-
edge of religious truth. The demand
today is for teachers who can  lend
religious themes out of the creev] bound
lethargy of a lazy preacher, a class
of preachers your fellow eitizen seemed

iron-clal

s meg!

to have overlooked. He also over-
looked another elass who are dip-
lomats.  Presumably they believe
something. Yet] they say things in
such a way that both extreme or-
thodox and extreme heterndox claim

them as typieal leaders and ex ponents.

R

; Iltters |

Succeed when evervthing else fails.
In nervous prosiration and female
wenknesses they are the supreme
remedy, as thousands have testified.
FOR KIDNEY,LIVERAND
STOMACH TROUBLE

it s the best medicine ever sold
over a druggist's counter,

r

ey e -

o

EXCURSIONS

VIA THE

ERE MARQUETTE

Sunday
Sept. D

Grand Rapids

Train will leave Belding
ot 1022 o m. Relurning
leave Grand Rapids at
6:15 p. m.

Round tnp lare 65c

Recently 1 heard from a pulpit
these three propositions in the coorse
of a single sermon: *Christ was the

son of an obscure carpenter and the

virgin  Mary.” Again “Christ  was
God's own begolten son.” The logic
of these prositions is that God was,

Farther
David.
a doetrine be-
his subjects. I thought it
whas oo absurd to be laught now,

In another sermon | heand this:
SChirist was a man because he died,

and is, an obscure carpenter.
on, “Christ was the son of
Logic, David was God,
leved by

Une thing is sure, the church that
will give an open pulpit, with high
educational requirements, is the one
that will soon take the lead, and inter-
est the business man, the olucated
man, the young man and even (he
skeptic and the atheist

There is little o be feared as to whit
will ecome o sueh men as Mr.
BOILe
Lthe

Looinis,
Methodists will follow him, |If
Methodist ehurch prefers 1o re-

n perfect right to do so, bul we do not
think it will.

In the beginning of the fourteenth
century, Gutenburg sald:, “God sufters
in the great multitudes] whom his
sacred word ean not reach; religious
truth is captive in the small number
of manuseript books, which guard the
common tressure instend of diffusing. "’
Because he invented printing, and
facilitated the diffusing of truth, the
priest erafl procured his imprisonment
and sought his life, but the multitude
accopled his work and progressed.

Now, as then, all the bishops, priesis
and elergy of Christendom cannot stay
for a decade the determination of the
multitudes 1o apply correcl principles
of ancient philosophy and logic (o

1o interest

and God ean not amd could not die, " SR

Then: “Christ was God, beeause in his | "“P'rm:::il'
last agonies of death he eried oul in L H. BUTTERFIELD,
a loud volee.” The first proposition | Secrelary
suid Giod can not die, The second suid A Jﬁt‘n?rmm
he did die. Intendent

Is 11 anything strange thal many JAMES SLOCUM,

: > Assistamt
thinking people look upon the church General Super-
as perfunctory rather than practical infsndent
or interesting, that they regard it as ADMISSION
an incident rather than a necessity? ’n‘ﬂ""m' E ;"‘k

main in the sixteenth century, it has |

not only that,

i
1]

FOSTER & RITTER,

JUST LISTEN and we’ll tell you about our Household Furniture—the largest and most complete
It is the highest in quality and the most durable in service.
whole house, a single room or a solitary article; and we are sure that everything we sell will give you unlimited

We can furnish a

Opposite Post Office

facts in science, thus sup-
planting the last irmee and imprint
of mythology with understanding, and
the mysticisms of man theology by
the unfolding of God's commands, by
a perfect knowledge of things as they
making them
togical and practical to n larger extent
than has vel been attained,

Judging from some comments by
some of Belding's f(oremost business
Belding churches could be

nre, onee consistent,

men, the

improved by a few more ns good
Jokes ns we have referred o,
' J. E. Taylor.

Things To Think About
In this issue we print a few things
that you, a8 a eitizen of as good a
country and county as the sun ever
should give serious thought
W every blessed moment from now
unti! it is too late. There will be a
time when it is oo late, and we don't
intend that anyone shall have the
opportunity or any excuse whatever
surely did not give
those very things the attention the

they deserved.” Here they are:—
That a few of your fellow citizens
and friends are putting not a little of
their time and money where it ought

Wonnn

shione on,

every muan, and
child in this county.

That the old lonian Fair s a thing
of the pust, und that lonia's New Fair
is o thing of the future.

That for yvou to sit
and growl

i sl

That the thing for vou to do is (o
el into the game; '

“on the lence”

while this is going on, is

louk Lhat prem-
pick oul the prem-
then when the
= o (el

ium  list through,
want,
iU's Nept.

lums vou time
11 chuse
lonia’s New
that deserves it,

CONes
| yvoursell and [mnily w
Fair with the article
and you will get it

FOLEYS IiONEY~=TAR

| fusion,

Gures Colds: Prevonts Pnoumonia

WEST MICHIGAN STATE FAIR S GBEAT CATTLE SHOW

West Michik
will excel
premium 1ist,
class of en
dun Bresders’ and

Noted for its catile shows ever 8
gan State Fair of 1904, to be held in

all past exhibitions on the Comstock pa
helped to attract the

sugmented last vear to $4.600,

tries, und the special awards offered by
associutdons still

the American Shorthorn Breeders'

Ince its organization, the
irand Rapids, Sept, 13 w 17,
rk fair grounds, The
highest
the Holstein-Fries

further enhanced

attractiveness of exhibits in this department

The
Michigan State Falrs, will be
under the supervision of the
pose of encouraging

state d

during the entire period of the f{ah

offered to patrons of the fair,

special dairy tests, which have becn features of the
repedated this year
airy and food depar
economical production
fered, in four prizes of $30, §20 $15 and $10. The

I'heas will be
tment
& methods

will

and burines
tokls
Speaial rotes

the

past three West |
conducied
For the pur.
75 is of-
be conducted
on all rallroads will be

Two Social Functions

On Friday alternoon of las
Mrs. G F. Smith and Mrs, M.,
ley entertained a company of ladies at |
a most delightful poreh  party, the |
decorations wing golden glow

W ('\‘L
Bent-

in pre
hundrel was the
Mrs. L. B

a beautiful eut glass

Five guine

of the alternoon, Gireen wine-
i tirst prize,
dish, Elegant refreshiments were served
and a most social time enjoyed.

On Saturday alternocon Mrs, G, F,
Smith was the hostess at a delightful
poreh purty st her home on Washing-
ton street. Golden glow was the flower
and tive hundred

meven tanbiles,

used for decoration
wias the gnme playei at
Mrs. W. B Reed
Fine refreshments

winning
were

first priee.
served and n
pleasant thine was enjoyed by all

enl.

|Iries-

Try BANNER want wds,

'BELIING

| Corrediced ealh week on

morning 11,10 o'clock

Wheat-rea ... : %1

Wheat-
Rye

LOTn

Dite

Lats,
Flour per cwi
Bean- :
Hay, baled per ton 1
Potat.
Butter
Eags. ...
Apples, ner

‘I'.I..! Hens v

bushel

Dressed Chickens
Cattle-live, S ol
Cattle -dre

Hogs=

BEERL . .ot eaeniie
altve SRR | B (1
Hogs-dressed

Hldes

L1}
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STATE FAIR]
Delroﬂ Sept.2=10

Lo o rommtey 1 ngnanl!h
PO YT -.t.u..

one of ik htast
(\runl LT !l“ in
the Uni

Thousan 'nf dollare
Are boing speit o
make Abls evert the

Rrentes=t

evers | of exhibition evar

United Staten. N
pare hoe 1Asdd
bountifull f--u ot

ing (o} f.u .n
making |l_.. L
tion & twen b

Sunday Concert 25¢
Nkr"l'. M - 2
Grand Stand 25e

Airships Race for $5,000.00

Roy Knabenshme and
Lincoln Beachey
principals in the most thrilling

beginning Sept. 3 an
until Sept. 10. This

wle from all ov
E‘:u sords for flying wi

Ships to rush through
Spie
Seven heats to be run

LIVE STOCK

hury soction In th T

olverine state wil
l o representgd o
this sghibde. I will
be the finest dlsplsy
since  tho fair was
or y

HORTICUL-
TURE Jroesd

products will bo dis-
dared In grisat pro-
}n-iun The Fair
wil] show how boun-
tifu) naturs has heen
to Michigsn (uring
the presett sessn. -

BIG HORSE
slow similar to
Culoago Ia:“r’: mi."

bt ooms
Hep om bar
ith m ront of the
grand stand. A now
and beautiful fest-
ure.

A DOZEN

FREE ACTS

Is front of the grand
stapd on a platforms
and ip double clgoos
rings every afler
now n oand lu-nial
ST TR
tember 4th lll“ud.
and hiswt ver soon in

e at top speed.

| every afternoon
s race will attract
er the country.
1 be broken.

2 Big Bands 2

The Navassar Ladies’
and Kopps Cincinnati
bands are engaged to
#!uy during the fair.

hey are two of the fin-

Navassar Ladies’

Sacred Concert Sunday

and Kopps Cincinnati Bands will
give a Sacred Concert in the State Fair Grand Stand
Sunday, September 5th., afternoon and evening.

Visit the Michigan State Fair during

Michigan

Big Midway

Attractions will be bet-
ter than ever. All new
shows, clean and excit-
ing. Best ever congre-

est organizations of the
| kind in the country.

your vacation—it will revive and give

ﬁuted Midway shows
o not open until Satur-
day, September 4th.

you .ouulhlng_to think about—come

Come and see the motor-
cle and sutomoble races
plember 2nd,

Ml PATCH and MiNOR HEX
raos bo et thelr time and world's records Thursdar,
BIG FIREWORKS DISPLA 3
lu:::nm " m‘l‘:;rmtlt;: :,.u‘.f.:?.'.!,_'m"n" for fve night

REDUCED RAILROAD RATES

run many eroursions during the falr.

ard.”din GENERAL HORSE RACES 70wy S0l
ownars of fast horses from all over the country have mwade their entrios.
FREE-A spov l-l program hne heen arranged

CHILDREN'S DAY ;57700

taete ot which prizes will b offirod

TWO EMINENT SOLOIS

Lisat the band,”™ will be heard during the fair.

$35,000 IN PRIZES

combloting of gam
Children under 1 sdmitied |

Wiimine Aammann and
ply, who are nowd for

To be Distributed

The ¢t wao faste

Levent was ever hefore offered the American psopie

“winglng to

horees in the world will go
Boptember fth. No

Gragorr Flrewarks O (Mlongn,
will produes this Ale.

Every railroad smtoring De
rolt will sell chioap Lckots and

Don’t fall to see the
Brazilian exhibis

meands of
frred and

o anil oo
oo Bept. 1.

Rart Mor.

"t harmess

lay, bagin-
s Every-

OU and your friends are cordlally invited
to visit our store on

DEMONSTRATION
DAY

Saturday, September 4th,

We have just received a large assortment of

National Biscuit Company, who will send a rep-
resentative to our store to demonstrate the clean-
liness, goodness, crispness and superior quallty
of these goods and you will have an opportunity
of sampling new products.

Very truly vours,

F. H. Hudson,

The Corner Store
Phone 22.

i e e P A,

In-er-seal Trade Mark Package Goods from the g

NI I NI NI
HOW ABOUT THAT PIANOP

We carry a complete
of High Grade
Pianos and invite your

line

. most  critical inspec-

Our planos answer the
requirements of the artist

as well as the average
musician, Start your boy
or girl right by getting

The best is always cheapest in the end,
our prices are reasonable
and terms are easy. Let us place one in your home
and convince you that the tone of our pianos 1s un-
excelled. Alsoa filne line of Violins, Harmonieas,
Phonographs and Records, Sheet Music, Post Cards,

etc.

a good piano.
See us before buying,

Some excellent Bargains in
SECOND HAND ORGANS.

Agents for the famous White Broze Monuments.

Call and see us,

W. D. POND,

qSo. Bridge St. Belding, Mich.
CNI NI NI NI NI O

Don’t let the

OPPORTUNITY
SALE

Slip by without buying something
at

THE METROPOLITAN.

Remember

The Sale Closes

Baturday, September 4.

lnny hm taken advantage o! the opportunity.
Have you? If not don't miss it.

THE METROPOLITAN

A. FRIEDMAN, Prop.



